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to spend less money on something else.
Just as families sit down and make
tough choices every day, Congress now
has to decide what the government’s
priorities should be.

And the new Democratic majority
has made America’s priorities the pri-
orities of this Congress. We have twice
passed the SCHIP legislation to provide
working families with health care for
their children.

We passed the College Cost Reduction
Act, the largest investment in college
financial aid since the GI bill. This bill
increased Pell Grants, provided tuition
assistance for future teachers, and en-
abled loan forgiveness for first respond-
ers, law enforcement officers, and fire
fighters.

The new Democratic Congress also
honored America’s promise to our vet-
erans by passing the largest budget in-
crease in the history of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

We have passed appropriations bills
that fund the most pressing needs of
our country. As the bridge collapse in
Minnesota showed, there are serious in-
frastructure needs throughout the
country. In fact, there are 13 deficient
bridges alone, according to a study
that we were shown today in a Trans-
portation and Infrastructure hearing,
in my district, the 19th Congressional
District of New York.

The House has increased funding for
highway repair by $631 million over the
President’s request to make these im-
portant repairs.

We have provided $400 million extra
to improve the quality of teachers in
America’s schools.

House Democrats provided $1.8 bil-
lion above the President’s request to
invest in renewable energies to save
our environment and end our depend-
ence on foreign oil.

Because we have funded these vital
needs for America, the President has
threatened to veto these bills. After
borrowing more money than every
other President in history combined,
President Bush has decided to pretend
to be fiscally responsible. Unfortu-
nately for the President, his Halloween
costume just doesn’t fit. For as he pro-
tests over $22 billion for American
needs, he has watched $35 billion in
taxpayer money get lost or stolen in
Iraq. With the money the President has
lost in Iraq, we could pay for all of
these important needs with billions left
over. The President has spent over $2
billion in Iraq to improve oil produc-
tion; yet still, production of oil in Iraq
remains at below prewar levels.

Now the President threatens to veto
the Homeland Security bill because
House Democrats have added that same
amount to train first responders and
protect our ports. It seems that the
President believes it is more important
to waste money in Iraq than to provide
critical equipment and protective gear
for 250 fire departments in New York.

The President has stood by while
contractors have gone $144 million over
budget building the embassy in Iraq.
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With this $144 million, I believe we
should instead provide health care for
over 20,000 New York veterans.

The President has paid $2 billion to
provide drinking water to the Iraqi
people, although fewer Iraqgis now have
access to drinkable water than before
the war. Yet the President threatens to
veto $1.2 billion, as compared to $2 bil-
lion, for clean drinking water here in
America.

Finally, the President stood quietly
by as the American government
shipped $8.8 billion in cash to Iraq and
simply lost it. You heard me correctly,
lost it. There are absolutely no records
to explain where this money went. It
just disappeared into the Iraqi desert.

The new Democratic majority has
spent the last year restoring fiscal san-
ity to the government’s budget. We
have passed legislation to help middle-
class families insure their children and
pay for college. We have funded impor-
tant needs across this country. I am
proud of our work and I urge the Presi-
dent to stop playing politics and sign
these important bills.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WATERS addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF
THE COMMITTEE ON SMALL
BUSINESS, 110TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms.
VELAZQUEZ) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. i

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, in accord-
ance with clause 2(a) of rule XI of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, | respectfully
submit the rules of the Committee on Small
Business for printing in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD. The Committee on Small Business
adopted these rules by voice vote, a quorum
being present, at our organizational meeting
on January 31, 2007.

RULES AND PROCEDURES ADOPTED BY THE
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS, U.S. HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES, 110TH CONGRESS,
2007-2008

1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

The Rules of the House of Representatives,
and in particular the committee rules enu-
merated in rule XI, are the rules of the Com-
mittee on Small Business to the extent ap-
plicable and by this reference are incor-
porated. Each subcommittee of the Com-
mittee on Small Business (hereinafter re-
ferred to as the ‘‘committee’’) is a part of the
committee and is subject to the authority
and direction of the committee, and to its
rules to the extent applicable.

2. REFERRAL OF BILLS BY CHAIRWOMAN

Unless retained for consideration by the
committee, all legislation and other matters
referred to the committee shall be referred
by the Chairwoman to the subcommittee of
appropriate jurisdiction within 14 calendar
days. Where the subject matter of the refer-
ral involves the jurisdiction of more than
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one subcommittee or does not fall within
any previously assigned jurisdictions, the
Chairwoman shall refer the matter, as she
may deem advisable.

3. DATE OF MEETING

The regular meeting date of the committee
shall be the second Thursday of every month
when the House is in session. A regular
meeting of the committee may be dispensed
with if, in the judgment of the Chairwoman,
there is no need for the meeting. Additional
meetings may be called by the Chairwoman
as she may deem necessary or at the request
of a majority of the members of the com-
mittee in accordance with clause 2(c) of rule
XI of the House.

At least 3 days notice of such an additional
meeting shall be given unless the Chair-
woman determines that there is good cause
to call the meeting on less notice.

The determination of the business to be
considered at each meeting shall be made by
the Chairwoman subject to clause 2(c) of rule
XI of the House.

A regularly scheduled meeting need not be
held if there is no business to be considered
or, upon at least 3 days notice, it may be set
for a different date.

4. ANNOUNCEMENT OF HEARINGS

Unless the Chairwoman, with the concur-
rence of the Ranking Minority Member, or
the committee by majority vote, determines
that there is good cause to begin a hearing
at an earlier date, public announcement
shall be made of the date, place and subject
matter of any hearing to be conducted by the
committee at least 7 calendar days before
the commencement of that hearing.

After announcement of a hearing, the com-
mittee shall make available as soon as prac-
ticable to all Members of the committee a
tentative witness list and to the extent prac-
ticable a memorandum explaining the sub-
ject matter of the hearing (including rel-
evant legislative reports and other necessary
material). In addition, the Chairwoman shall
make available as soon as practicable to the
Members of the committee any official re-
ports from departments and agencies on the
subject matter as they are received.

5. MEETINGS AND HEARINGS OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC

(A) Meetings: Each meeting of the com-
mittee or its subcommittees for the trans-
action of business, including the markup of
legislation, shall be open to the public, in-
cluding to radio, television and still photog-
raphy coverage, except as provided by clause
4 of rule XI of the House, except when the
committee or subcommittee, in open session
and with a majority present, determines by
record vote that all or part of the remainder
of the meeting on that day shall be closed to
the public because disclosure of matters to
be considered would endanger national secu-
rity, would compromise sensitive law en-
forcement information, or would tend to de-
fame, degrade or incriminate any person or
otherwise would violate any law or rule of
the House; Provided, however, that no person
other than members of the committee, and
such congressional staff and such executive
branch representatives as they may author-
ize, shall be present in any business meeting
or markup session which has been closed to
the public.

(B) Hearings: Each hearing conducted by
the committee or its subcommittees shall be
open to the public, including radio, tele-
vision and still photography coverage, except
when the committee or subcommittee, in
open session and with a majority present, de-
termines by record vote that all or part of
the remainder of the hearing on that day
shall be closed to the public because disclo-
sure of testimony, evidence or other matters
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to be considered would endanger the national
security, would compromise sensitive law
enforcement information, or would violate
any law or rule of the House; Provided, how-
ever, that the committee or subcommittee
may by the same procedure vote to close one
subsequent day of hearings. Notwithstanding
the requirements of the preceding sentence,
a majority of those present, there being in
attendance the requisite number required
under the rules of the committee to be
present for the purpose of taking testimony,
(i) may vote to close the hearing for the sole
purpose of discussing whether testimony or
evidence to be received would endanger the
national security, would compromise sen-
sitive law enforcement information, or vio-
late clause 2(k)(5) of rule XI of the House; or
(ii) may vote to close the hearing, as pro-
vided in clause 2(k)(6) of rule XI of the
House.

All members of the committee shall be
able to participate in any subcommittee
hearing.

No member of the House may be excluded
from non-participatory attendance at any
hearing of the committee or any sub-
committee, unless the House of Representa-
tives shall by majority vote authorize the
committee or subcommittee, for purposes of
a particular series of hearings on a par-
ticular article of legislation or on a par-
ticular subject of investigation, to close its
hearing to members by the same procedures
designated for closing hearings to the public.
Such members who would like to participate
shall notify the Ranking Minority Member
and submit a request to the Chairwoman one
day in advance of such hearing.

6. WITNESSES

(A) Statement of Witnesses: Each witness
who is to appear before the committee or
subcommittee shall file with the committee
at least two business days before the day of
his or her appearance 75 copies of his or her
written statement of proposed testimony.
Each witness shall also submit to the com-
mittee a copy of his or her final prepared
statement in an electronic format at that
time.

At least one copy of the statement of each
witness shall be furnished directly to the
Ranking Minority Member. In addition, all
witnesses shall be required to submit with
their testimony a curriculum vitae or other
statement describing their education, em-
ployment, professional affiliations and other
background information pertinent to their
testimony unless waived by the Chairwoman.
Each witness will complete a disclosure form
detailing any contracts or business that they
currently have with the federal government.

The committee will provide public access
to its printed materials, including the pro-
posed testimony of witnesses, in electronic
form.

(B) Interrogation of Witnesses: Whenever
any hearing is conducted by the committee
or any subcommittee upon any measure or
matter, the minority party members on the
committee shall be entitled, upon request to
the Chairwoman by a majority of those mi-
nority members, to call a witness or wit-
nesses selected by the minority to testify
with respect to that measure or matter. The
minority shall be entitled to a ratio of one-
third of the witnesses testifying. For the
purposes of determining this ratio, it shall
not include testifying government officials.
The witnesses requested by the minority
shall be invited to testify by the Chair-
woman and must furnish at least one copy of
his or her statement and any supplementary
materials directly to the Chairwoman within
one business day before the day of his or her
appearance unless waived by the Chair-
woman.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Except when the committee adopts a mo-
tion pursuant to subdivisions (B) and (C) of
clause (2)(j)(2) of rule XI of the rules of the
House, committee members may question
witnesses only when they have been recog-
nized by the Chairwoman for that purpose,
and only for a 5-minute period until all mem-
bers present have had an opportunity to
question a witness. The Chairwoman and the
Ranking Member shall not be subject to the
5-minute period limitation. For all other
Committee Members, the 5-minute period for
questioning a witness by any one member
can be extended only with the unanimous
consent of all members present. The Chair-
woman, followed by the Ranking Minority
Member and all other members alternating
between the majority and minority, shall
initiate the questioning of witnesses in both
the full and subcommittee hearings. The
order for questioning by members of each
party shall be determined by the time in
which the member arrived at the hearing
after the gavel has been struck, with the
first arriving having priority over members
of his or her party. If members arrive at the
same time, then seniority shall dictate the
order.

In recognizing members to question wit-
nesses, the Chairwoman may take into con-
sideration the ratio of majority and minor-
ity members present in such a manner as not
to disadvantage the Members of either party.
The Chairwoman, in consultation with the
Ranking Minority Member, may decrease
the 5-minute time period in order to accom-
modate the needs of all the Members present
and the schedule of the witnesses.

7. SUBPOENAS

A subpoena may be authorized and issued
by the committee in the conduct of any in-
vestigation or series of investigations or ac-
tivities to require the attendance and testi-
mony of such witness and the production of
such books, records, correspondence, memo-
randa, papers and documents, as deemed nec-
essary. Such a subpoena shall be authorized
by a majority vote of the full committee.
The requirement that the authorization of a
subpoena require a majority vote may be
waived by the Ranking Minority Member.
The Chairwoman may issue a subpoena, in
consultation with the Ranking Minority
Member, when the House is out for more
than three legislative days.

8. QUORUM

No measure or recommendation shall be
reported unless a majority of the committee
was actually present. For purposes of taking
testimony or receiving evidence, there shall
be one member from the majority and one
member from the minority for the purposes
of a quorum. Such requirement shall be
waived for field hearings. For all other pur-
poses, one-third of the members (or 11 Mem-
bers) shall constitute a quorum.

9. AMENDMENTS DURING MARK-UP

Any amendment offered to any pending
legislation before the committee must be
made available in written form when re-
quested by any member of the committee. If
such amendment is not available in written
form when requested, the Chairwoman shall
allow an appropriate period for the provision
thereof.

10. POSTPONEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS

The Chairwoman in consultation with the
Ranking Minority Member may postpone
further proceedings when a record vote is or-
dered on the question of approving any meas-
ure or matter or adopting an amendment.
The Chairwoman may resume proceedings
postponed at any time, but no later than the
next meeting day. In exercising postpone-
ment authority, the Chairwoman shall take
all reasonable steps necessary to notify
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members on the resumption of proceedings
on any postponed recorded vote. When pro-
ceedings resume on a postponed question,
notwithstanding any intervening order for
the previous question, an underlying propo-
sition shall remain subject to further debate
or amendment to the same extent as when
the question was postponed.
11. NUMBER AND JURISDICTION OF
SUBCOMMITTEES

There will be five subcommittees as fol-
lows: Finance and Tax (6 Democratic Mem-
bers and 5 Republican Members); Contracting
and Technology (6 Democratic Members and
5 Republican Members); Regulations, Health
Care, and Trade (8 Democratic Members and
7 Republican Members) Rural and Urban En-
trepreneurship (7 Democratic Members and 6
Republican Members); Investigations and
Oversight (4 Democratic Members and 3 Re-
publican Members).

During the 110th Congress, the Chair-
woman and Ranking Minority Member shall
be ex officio members of all subcommittees,
without vote, and the full committee shall
have the authority to conduct oversight of
all areas of the committee’s jurisdiction. In
addition, all members of the committee may
participate in hearings of any subcommittee
of the committee. In addition to conducting
oversight in the area of their respective ju-
risdiction, each subcommittee shall have the
following jurisdiction:

Subcommittee on Finance and Tax

The Small Business Administration (SBA)
Lending and Investment programs: Section
7(a) loan program, 504 Certified Development
Company program, Small Business Invest-
ment Company program, Disaster Loan As-
sistance programs, and Microloan program;
access to capital and finance issues gen-
erally; and oversight over tax policy and re-
tirement/pension matters affecting small
businesses.

Subcommittee on Contracting and Technology

SBA Contracting programs including the
following: Section 8(a) Business Develop-
ment program, Small Disadvantaged Busi-
ness SDB certification operated by SBA,
Women’s Procurement Program, HUBZone
program, Surety Bond program, Service-dis-
abled veteran procurement, and Section (7)(j)
management and technical assistance pro-
gram. SBA Technology programs: Small
Business Innovation Research (SBIR) pro-
gram, Small Business Technology Transfer
program; oversight of government-wide pro-
curement practices and programs affecting
small businesses and oversight of technology
and patent issues.

Subcommittee on Regulations, Health Care, and
Trade

The Regulatory Flexibility Act, the Small
Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness
Act, and the Paperwork Reduction Act;
SBA’s Office of Advocacy, National Ombuds-
man, and SBA small business size standards;
oversight of regulations and regulatory
issues that affect small businesses; oversight
of health care coverage issues; oversight over
issues affecting small health care providers;
and oversight of trade issues, including
SBA’s Office of International Trade.
Subcommittee on Rural and Urban Entrepre-

neurship

SBA entrepreneurial development pro-
grams: Women’s Business Centers, National
Veterans Business Development Corporation,
Small Business Development Centers,
SCORE, Drug Free Workplace program, Of-
fice of Women’s Business Ownership, and Na-
tional Women’s Business Council (NWBC).

New Markets Venture Capital (NMVC) pro-
gram, New Markets Tax Credit program,
BusinessLiNC and the Program for Re-In-
vestment in Micro entrepreneurs.



October 31, 2007

General oversight of programs targeted to-
ward urban and rural economic growth as
well as general federal government entrepre-
neurial development programs; oversight of
agricultural issues; and oversight of energy
issues.

Subcommittee on Investigations and Oversight

Oversight of SBA Administration, Manage-
ment, and Agency Practices.
Oversight of activities by the Office of the
Inspector General at SBA.
12. COMMITTEE STAFF

(A) Majority Staff: The employees of the
committee, except those assigned to the mi-
nority as provided below, shall be appointed
and assigned, and may be removed by the
Chairwoman. The Chairwoman shall fix their
remuneration, and they shall be under the
general supervision and direction of the
Chairwoman.

(B) Minority Staff: The employees of the
committee assigned to the minority shall be
appointed and assigned, and their remunera-
tion determined, as the Ranking Minority
Member of the committee shall determine.

(C) Subcommittee Staff: The Chairwoman
and Ranking Minority Member of the full
committee shall endeavor to ensure that suf-
ficient staff is made available to each sub-
committee to carry out its responsibilities
under the rules of the committee.

13. POWERS AND DUTIES OF SUBCOMMITTEES

Each subcommittee is authorized to meet,
hold hearings, receive evidence, and report
to the full committee on all matters referred
to it. Subcommittee chairmen shall set
meeting and hearing dates after approval of
the Chairwoman of the full committee.
Meetings and hearings of subcommittees
shall not be scheduled to occur simulta-
neously with meetings or hearings of the full
committee.

14. RECORDS

The committee shall keep a complete
record of all actions, which shall include a
record of the votes on any question on which
a record vote is demanded. The result of each
subcommittee record vote, together with a
description of the matter voted upon, shall
promptly be made available to the full com-
mittee. A record of such votes shall be made
available for inspection by the public at rea-
sonable times in the offices of the com-
mittee.

The committee shall keep a complete
record of all committee and subcommittee
activity which, in the case of any meeting or
hearing transcript, shall include a substan-
tially verbatim account of remarks actually
made during the proceedings, subject only to
technical, grammatical, and typographical
corrections authorized by the person making
the remarks involved.

The records of the committee at the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration
shall be made available in accordance with
rule VII of the Rules of the House. The
Chairwoman of the full committee shall no-
tify the Ranking Minority Member of the
full committee of any decision, pursuant to
clause 3(b)(3) or clause 4(b) of rule VII of the
House, to withhold a record otherwise avail-
able, and the matter shall be presented to
the committee for a determination of the
written request of any member of the com-
mittee.

15. ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED OR SENSITIVE
INFORMATION

Access to classified or sensitive informa-
tion supplied to the committee and attend-
ance at closed sessions of the committee or
its subcommittees shall be limited to mem-
bers and necessary committee staff and sten-
ographic reporters who have appropriate se-
curity clearance when the Chairwoman de-
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termines that such access or attendance is
essential to the functioning of the com-
mittee.

The procedures to be followed in granting
access to those hearings, records, data,
charts, and files of the committee which in-
volve classified information or information
deemed to be sensitive shall be as follows:

(A) Only Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives and specifically designated com-
mittee staff of the Committee on Small
Business may have access to such informa-
tion.

(B) Members who desire to read materials
that are in the possession of the committee
should notify the clerk of the committee.

(C) The clerk will maintain an accurate ac-
cess log, which identifies the circumstances
surrounding access to the information, with-
out revealing the material examined.

(D) If the material desired to be reviewed is
material which the committee or sub-
committee deems to be sensitive enough to
require special handling, before receiving ac-
cess to such information, individuals will be
required to sign an access information sheet
acknowledging such access and that the indi-
vidual has read and understands the proce-
dures under which access is being granted.

(E) Material provided for review under this
rule shall not be removed from a specified
room within the committee offices.

(F) Individuals reviewing materials under
this rule shall make certain that the mate-
rials are returned to the proper custodian.

(G) No reproductions or recordings may be
made of any portion of such materials.

(H) The contents of such information shall
not be divulged to any person in any way,
form, shape, or manner, and shall not be dis-
cussed with any person who has not received
the information in an authorized manner.

(I) When not being examined in the manner
described herein, such information will be
kept in secure safes or locked file cabinets in
the committee offices.

(J) These procedures only address access to
information the committee or a sub-
committee deems to be sensitive enough to
require special treatment.

(K) If a member of the House of Represent-
atives believes that certain sensitive infor-
mation should not be restricted as to dis-
semination or use, the member may petition
the committee or subcommittee to so rule.
With respect to information and materials
provided to the committee by the executive
branch, the classification of information and
materials as determined by the executive
branch shall prevail unless affirmatively
changed by the committee or the sub-
committee involved, after consultation with
the appropriate executive agencies.

(L) Other materials in the possession of the
committee are to be handled in accordance
with the normal practices and traditions of
the committee.

16. OTHER PROCEDURES

The Chairwoman of the full committee
may establish such other procedures and
take such actions as may be necessary to
carry out the foregoing rules or to facilitate
the effective operation of the committee.

17. AMENDMENTS TO COMMITTEE RULES

The rules of the committee may be modi-
fied, amended or repealed by a majority of
the members, at a meeting specifically
called for such purpose, but only if written
notice of the proposed change has been pro-
vided to each such member at least 3 days
before the time of the meeting.

18. BUDGET AND TRAVEL

(A) From the amount provided to the Com-
mittee in the primary expense resolution
adopted by the U.S. House of Representa-
tives for the 110th Congress, the Chair-
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woman, after consultation with the Ranking
Minority Member, shall designate one-third
of the budget under the direction of the
Ranking Minority Member for the purposes
of minority staff, travel expenses of minority
staff and members, and minority office ex-
penses.

(B) The Chairwoman may authorize travel
in connection with activities or subject mat-
ters under the general jurisdiction of the
Committee.

(C) The Ranking Minority Member may au-
thorize travel for any minority member or
minority committee staff member in connec-
tion with activities or subject matters under
the general jurisdiction of the Committee.
Before such travel, there shall be submitted
to the Chairwoman in writing the following
at least seven calendar days prior: (a) The
purpose of the travel; (b) The dates during
which the travel is to occur; (¢) The names of
the States or countries to be visited and the
length of time spent in each; and (d) The
names of members and staff of the com-
mittee participating in such travel.

At the conclusion of such travel, a sum-
mary of the activity and its accomplish-
ments shall be provided to the Chairwoman
within ten calendar days.

19. COMMITTEE WEBSITE

The Chairwoman shall maintain an official
Committee website for the purpose of fur-
thering the Committee’s legislative and
oversight responsibilities, including commu-
nicating information about the Committee’s
activities to Committee members and other
Members of the House. The Ranking Minor-
ity Members may maintain a similar website
for the same purpose, including commu-
nicating information about the activities of
the minority to Committee members and
other Members of the House.

20. VICE CHAIR

Pursuant to House Rules, the Chairwoman
shall designate a member of the majority
party to serve as Vice Chairman of the Com-
mittee. The Vice Chairman shall preside at
any meeting or hearing during the tem-
porary absence of the Chairwoman. If the
Chairwoman and Vice Chairman are not
present at any meeting or hearing, the rank-
ing member of the majority who is present
shall preside at the meeting or hearing.

————

MILITARY SUCCESS IN IRAQ
COMMEMORATION ACT OF 2007

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
today | introduced legislation, with the support
of a number of my colleagues, entitled the
“Military Success in Irag Commemoration Act
of 2007.” This legislation is borne from my
deeply held belief that we must commend our
military for their exemplary performance and
success in Iraq. This legislation recognizes the
extraordinary performance of the Armed
Forces in achieving the military objectives of
the United States in lIrag, encourages the
President to issue a proclamation calling upon
the people of the United States to observe a
national day of celebration commemorating
the military success of American troops in
Iraq, and provides other affirmative and tan-
gible expressions of appreciation from a grate-
ful Nation to all veterans of the war in Iraq.

Mr. Speaker, as lawmakers continue to de-
bate U.S. policy in Iraq, our heroic young men
and women continue to willingly sacrifice life
and limb on the battlefield. Our troops in Iraq
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